Die Town Trails 
a stroll through history ...
Northern capital of the Voconces, a Gallo-Roman people, Die owes its name to Andarta, their "venerable goddess". Over time, the Dea of the latter's name in Latin - Dea Augusta Vocontiorum - became 'Die'. The ramparts and Porte Saint Marcel - the southern town gate - bear clear witness to the Roman era. A bishopric from the IV to the XVIII century (see the Cathedral and the Chapel of St Nicholas), Die is one of the sub-prefectures of the Drôme. It has a population of around 4500, and lives mainly from tourism and of course its celebrated sparkling wine "Clairette de Die".

The Town Trail starts from the tourist office between the old city walls and the big car park “Aire de Meyrosse”. 

After the relative calm of the Pax Romana, the barbarian invasions of the end of the III century compelled the townspeople to construct and withdraw behind defensive city walls.

The city abandoned its outskirts which had extended right down to the river. Stones and slabs from the streets were used to build the ramparts, 4 metres thick, faced with small regular stone blocks, and close to 2 kilometres long. These walls were reinforced by circular, semi-circular, or polygonal towers, the latter having 3 or 7 sides. Modified, they would again prove their utility during the middle ages and the wars of religion.

1) Polygonal tower: the first tower you come to, on the sharp bend in the boulevard near the tourist office, is unusual in that it has seven sides - the only one known of this type in the whole Roman world! If you feel tempted to try to count them, do be careful - there’s no pavement at the foot of the tower…

2) Gallo-Roman remains: follow the boulevard till you come to a curtain wall harbouring a jumble of Gallo-Roman remains, including street slabs with raised edges, and sections (tambours) of fluted or smooth granite columns used as infill in the construction of the walls. Now you leave the outer city and climb up the slope to the Place de l’Evêché (Bishop’s Palace Square).

3) Bronze bust of the Countess of Die: on the right there’s a wonderful view of the majestic Glandasse seen from the fountain bearing the sculpted bust of the Countess of Die. A poetess who wrote her verse in Occitan (the langue d'oc of Provence as opposed to the langue d'oil of the 'North'), she lived at the beginning of the XIII century and is today considered the premier poet of the old language. The representation of this lady, who boldly declared her passion for the troubadour Raimbaud d'Orange in her poems, dates from 1888.
4) On the left, the large building is the former Bishop's Palace. Saint Nicholas' Chapel is to be found within the building off the stairs to the right. It is remarkable for two reasons.

The first is the XII century mosaic, a fine example of classical art which represents the universe as seen by our mediaeval forebears. From the Pole Star, the four great rivers of the earthly Paradise flow out from somewhat human-looking bulls' heads to irrigate the four points of the compass. Seas, plant life, and animals real and fabled complete the mosaic.

The second reason for the fame of this chapel is found on its walls. XVIII century wallpapers, among the finest examples to have survived in France, decorate them.

Visits: all year round wednesdays at 11.00 ; from April to September saturdays at 14.00 with the cathedral. Tariff 2 euros. Booking in Tourist Office 04 75 22 03 03.
5) Outside, notice the taurobolium (altar stone) set into the wall next to the Courtroom (Tribunal). Bulls were sacrificed here to honour the great mother of the gods, Cybele, whose worship dominated III century religious practice hereabouts.

Go along past the Bishop’s Palace and then turn right up the rue Amédée Rousset which leads to the cathedral. In this old episcopal quarter there is much to admire…


6) Protestant Chapel (Temple): the former XVII century Jesuit chapel now houses the French reformed (protestant) church, which bought the building in 1830. Exceptional Louis XIV carved double door.

7) The Faure de Vercors house: opposite the Temple is this remarkable XV century ecclesiastical residence with a spiral staircase tower and a doorway surmounted by an accolade (double-curved lintel). Note too the stone mullions of the windows.

8) The Cathedral of Notre Dame. The Cathedral, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, is largely XII century. The present sacristy is however a XI century relic from a former structure. 
The porch of the bell tower has carved capitals representing the age-old struggle between good and evil. The main door has a badly damaged XII century tympanum over it, with a subject somewhat rare for the period - Christ crucified surrounded by Mary, St John, two Roman soldiers and the symbols of the four apostles. The single nave was rebuilt in the XVII century, and the furniture is of the same era. Note the very fine carved walnut pulpit.

Leave by the main door and go straight on through the porch towards the Place du Marché. In the XIX century there was a wooden market hall here which backed onto the water spouts and trough. (Today the market is held mainly on the Place de la République next to the cathedral.)
9) The Lagier la Condamine townhouse: on the left of the Place du Marché is Number 16, a XVI century townhouse built in stone with material taken from the Cathedral. Inside there's a superb staircase from the turn of the XVI century.

At the crossroads, turn left and then almost immediately right through the vaulted passageway of the Rue des Cordeliers which brings you to the…
10) Former Church of the Cordeliers: present in Die from the XIII century, this religious group settled in the fifteenth. The polygonal apse of their church may still be seen.

Go straight on down the Rue des Cordeliers, and then continue along the Rue des Quatre Cantons. Turn right at the narrow Rue du Four (oven). 
11) The residence of the Engilboud de Saint Laurent family. Once through the Rue du Four you come to the Rue Émile Laurens. On the right a superb town house dating from around the turn of the XVIII century, No 8 rue Emile Laurens boasts one of the finest façades in Die, with wrought iron balconies and a sculpted head framed in a shell.

A few steps left is a broad crossroads which used to boast a huge Town Gate, the Porte St Pierre, sadly destroyed at the end of the XIX century.

12) We come now to the main street, rue Camille Buffardel. At number 11 is a XVII century residence which today houses the History and Archaeology Museum. The story of Die and the Diois is related in its seven rooms: prehistory, the Roman and mediaeval periods, the history of the catholics and protestants, cultural anthropology…

Opening times: from May to September. For more details, ask Tourist Office 04 75 22 03 03.
From the Museum there are two ways of returning to the staring point at the Tourist Office:

(( Around the city walls

(From 45 mins to 1 hour - A word of caution: this circuit is characterised by steep uphill and downhill sections)

The walk around the city walls begins at the junction of the rue Camille Buffardel and the Boulevard Adolphe Ferrier. Go up the rue de la Citadelle towards the hospital.

I and II - Towers dating from antiquity: just after the hospital entrance there are two towers, the second of which was built on foundations made from recycled Roman stone blocks, now clearly visible thanks to recent restoration work.

III - Porte de Beaumes, also known as Porte Sainte Agathe: a little further up the remains of Saint Agatha's Gate may be seen (XIII century). Blocked up today, it used to be the way in to St Agatha's Priory in the Beaumes area of the upper town. A XIV century square tower partly hides the old gateway arch.

IV - Roman blocks and the "Ghost" Tower: just after the fully restored section lies another heap of Roman stone blocks, and on the left of the path a great mass of several tons of rock which has fallen from the wall. 
You need good eyes to make out the "Ghost" Tower! In fact it used to be in the same place as the funnel-shaped breech you can see. Up on top and just to the left of this breech, a small section of stone facing, at an angle, betrays the erstwhile existence of the long-disappeared structure…
V - Tower built in antiquity: before moving a little away from the ramparts, notice another 3-sided tower which still has a good deal of its original facing stone.

VI - Medieval Tower of Saint Agatha: once on the plateau, there is a breathtaking view of almost 360°.  The semicircular Tour Sainte Agathe backs onto the town wall here. It is thought to date from the XIII or XIV century.

VII - Roman Aqueduct: follow the ramparts right across the short plateau and start to descend on the narrow road. Here on the right you will see the passage of the Roman Aqueduct of Rays beneath the wall. This old water supply was in existence before even the walls, which were built over the top of it using a discharging arch some of whose pinkish mortar is still visible.

Continuing steeply downwards you will soon come to the Porte Saint Marcel. 

( Through the town centre
From the Mueum, go up along the shops of rue Camille Buffardel (one-way street). You are on the ancient Decumanus, one of the two principal thoroughfares in Roman times as today. Its current name is a tribute to a brave and respected local councillor who was executed in the Place Saint Pierre during the Second World War.

Make a short detour left, up the Rue du Fifre, to the place where the remains of the Roman Baths were uncovered.

Then it's back to the main street. The rue du Chastel on the left is a charming narrow street with flowers on either side: it leads to the upper part of the town. Then the short cobbled rue des Remparts leads down left to the Porte St Marcel.

(( ( 13) Porte St. Marcel: this is a fortified gate dating from the III or IV century AD. 

On the town side, a third century municipal arch may be seen. It was originally erected some distance outside the current site of the ramparts, but dismantled and rebuilt inside when the Porte was built. Note its rosette-decorated vault, friezes, and bull's head keystone.

On the side facing the Square outside the walls, the Gate is flanked by two semi-circular towers composed of massive sandstone blocks. The upper section, made of smaller regular stone blocks, was added in the Middle Ages.

14) Go through the Porte and turn right into the rue des Jardins, along which another well-preserved tower may be seen on the right.

Keep straight on and you come to the Tourist Office.
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